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			Welcome to the Official Blog of AJ – Finance, Justice, Economic Development Insights
			
			
				






Dear reader,




Welcome to my official blog! My name is AJ, and I am excited to share my insights and strategies with you. As a Commissioner, I have been dedicated to improving the lives of Portlanders, with a particular focus on finance, housing justice, climate justice, community safety, and economic development.




Finance is a crucial aspect of our daily lives, and as a finance professional, I understand the importance of making sound financial decisions. In this blog, I will share my perspectives on finance and provide practical tips to help you make better financial choices.




Housing justice is one of the most pressing issues facing our community. I believe that every Portlander deserves access to suitable and affordable housing, and I am committed to creating more pathways to homeownership, increasing accessibility to housing and supportive housing with wrap-around services, providing stop gaps such as rent and mortgage relief grants, and reinstating the rent moratorium.




Climate justice is also a top priority for me. Portland is known for its green practices, and I believe that we can use our influence to model what a green city can be. In this blog, I will share my vision for creating a more sustainable and resilient community, investing in public infrastructure, and creating dedicated parks and green spaces.




Community safety is essential for a thriving community. I believe that public safety is more than just policing, and we need to rethink public safety and prioritize programs like Portland Street Response. I am committed to promoting community-led solutions, investing in reentry and restorative justice programs, and prioritizing rehabilitative justice over the carceral system.




Finally, economic development is critical for creating a more equitable and prosperous community. I am a pro-union Commissioner and believe that we need to start building a Portland where people are not just paid living wages but thriving wages. In this blog, I will share my perspectives on small business development, workforce development, and creating a robust social safety net that supports our workforce and fosters economic growth.




Thank you for joining me on this journey. I look forward to sharing my perspectives with you and working together to create a better future for Portland.




Sincerely, AJ 
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